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A

Abuse



Any behaviour which causes harm

Accessible
Easy to get to or to understand - either a place (e.g. a building such as a doctor's surgery) or a service (e.g. information)

Adjournment


A hearing put off to another day

Adoption
Where a child lives with new parent(s) and family forever

Adoption Order
The Court saying the child will go to live with a new family forever
Adult




Someone over 18 years old

Advocate



Someone who will speak for you

Alcohol Abuse
Drinking so much alcohol again and again so that it has a bad effect on a person's behaviour or health

Allocation Hearing
Meeting at Court to decide which court is going to deal with the case and what is going to happen

Ancillary Relief


Dealing with money and property in divorce

Appeal
Ask another Court to look at it again –and to change the decision
Applicant



Person asking the court to make an order
Appropriate
What someone thinks is right  The right thing to do or say at the time

Arranged Marriage
When your parents choose your husband or wife, who you should marry
ASBO
Anti-Social Behaviour Order - an order from a Court ordering that someone must not do something (e.g. making a noise in the street at night or going into a particular area)

Assault
Hitting, kicking, head butting, punching, slapping or doing anything else to someone that will hurt them with or without a weapon (e.g. a stick, a bottle or a knife)

Assessment
A way of finding out what you are good at and what you need help with
Attachment
How parents and children get on together, what their relationship is like
B

Bail Conditions
If you are in trouble with the police, the things you have to do to stay out of prison while waiting to go back to Court or while the Police make their decision

Barrister
A person who talks for somebody else in Court and gives legal advice.  They do not usually wear a gown and a wig in a Family court
Best Interests
What is best for someone, words that lots of professionals use when they are making a decision about what they think is best for the child

Bonding



Getting to know / feeling close

Bruise
Bleeding under the skin which causes a coloured mark under the skin

C
Cafcass
Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service – an service which is not part of the courts, social services, education and health authorities that looks after the interests of children involved in family court cases and provides information and advice to the Judge, families and children in Court proceedings
Capacity
Able to do something (e.g. a person being able to make decisions about your own life)

Care Order
the order from a court that allows the Local Authority (Children’s Services) to become another parent for the child and take decisions about what should happen in the child’s life
Care Plan
a document saying what plans Children’s Services have for the child in the future
Case Management Conference
A meeting at Court to decide what happens next

Centile Chart
A chart which shows the height and weight of a child and also has details of the average heights and weights of all children so that they can be compared
Child




Little person under the age of 18

Child Abduction
When a child is taken away without permission, sometimes abroad

Child Assessment Order
When the Court asks for a report on the child's health and happiness
Child Permanence Record
Document setting out decision taken about a child's long term future

Child Protection


Keeping children safe

Child Protection Conference
An important meeting between parents and professionals (eg. social workers, teachers, health visitors, doctors) who are worried about a child's safety. At the meeting the professionals will decide a plan to keep the child safe

Child Protection Plan
The document that lists the Social Workers' plans for a child

Child Protection Register
A list of families who need support to keep children safe

Child Support Agency (CSA)
A government agency used to collect money from a parent who is not living with a child to give to the other so they can buy things for the child
Children Act 1989
The law that sets out how children’s welfare should be decided
Children's Guardian
Someone who is independent and is appointed by the court.  They advise the court what is best for the child and also tells the Court what the child wants to happen.  They are usually employed by Cafcass
Children's Services
A group of people whose job it is to make sure the safety of children and who support children and their families.  They are called social workers and work for the Local Authority

Circuit Judge
A Judge who sits in the County Court hearing Family cases, and who sometimes hears Criminal cases too.
Clean Break
Final share of money when you get divorced, where there is no maintenance being paid.  Everything is sorted out once and forever.
Cognitive Behaviour Therapy  This is a therapy that helps solve problems in people’s lives, such as anxiety and depression
Committal to Prison

Sending to Prison

Concerns



Problems which may need looking into

Conciliation
Discussions to try to reach agreement (problem solving)

Conciliation Appointment
A meeting at Court with a Judge to see if the parents can agree about their children

Consent



Agreement

Contact



Seeing the child

Contact Centre


Place where parents can see their children

Contact Order
A legal decision by the Judge to say who can see the child, when and where

Core Assessment
A way of finding out what you are good at and where you need help in looking after a child(ren)

Core Group
Group of people important in the life of the family and its members who meet to discuss and decide things

Counsel
Barrister - A lawyer who represents a person in Court

Counselling
Talking to someone about something that worries you

County Council
Different departments made up of people who run lots of services like schools, children's services, libraries etc

County Court
A place where a Judge will listen to you and other people and will decide what is best for your child

Court Bundle
Papers about the case. Papers that the Court needs

Criminal Proceedings
Going to Court when the Police think you have done something wrong

D

Decree Absolute


Last Court paper to say you are divorced

Decree Nisi
The Court is letting you know that you are nearly divorced

Defendant
In court, someone who is accused committing a crime 

Development Milestones
How a child is doing at certain ages whilst growing up (e.g. what most children do at age 2, 3, 4 etc)

Direct Payments
Money paid to a person with disabilities by Adult Care Services to allow them to pay for their own care

Disability Discrimination Act
Law that says how a person with a disability should be treated and that they should not be treated differently from someone who does not have a disability

Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
Benefit paid to a person to live on if they have a disability

District Judge
A Judge in the County Court who make decisions about children.  Sometimes there is a District Judge (Magistrates Court) who takes decisions about children in the Magistrates’ Court
Divorce



Legal ending of a marriage

DNA Testing
Test to decide who someone's parent is.  Everybody’s DNA is different and it is possible to say if someone is a parent or child of someone who is tested
Domestic Abuse
Any form of bad treatment in a family - it may be violence or emotional abuse or withholding money. Family can mean relations or people who are married or live together

Domestic Violence
Any hitting, slapping, kicking or other assault including sexual assault (touching when the person does not want to be touched or having sex with someone when they do not want to have sex) in the family. Family can mean relations or people who are married or live together

Domicile



Country where someone lives all the time
Drug Abuse
Using drugs (usually ones bought and not given by a doctor) so much again and again that it has a bad effect on a person's behaviour or health

Duty of Care
When the law says that a person has a responsibility to look after someone else
E

Emergency Protection Order
 A decision made by the Court to keep a







child in a safe place

Emotional Abuse
When a person is made to feel scared, un-safe, upset and bad about themselves for no reason by someone else
Emotional Harm


Damaging feelings, upsetting someone
Evidence



Information given in Court to prove something

Expert
Someone who knows a lot about something and can help the Court make up its mind

Extended Family
Relatives like Aunties, Uncles, Grandmas and Granddads

F
Failure to Thrive


When a child does not grow as most children do
Family Assistance Order (FAO)  A Court order for a social worker or Cafcass officer to help a family 

Family Centre
A building where parents can see their children and get help

Family Proceedings Court (FPC)
Place where people decide what happens to a child(ren). Part of the Magistrates’ Court
Family Support Worker
Someone from Children's Services who is not a Social Worker who comes into a person's home to help them

File and Serve
Giving everyone involved copies of paperwork about your case and sending a copy to the court
Final Hearing


Last time in Court (for the time being)

Financial Abuse
In a family when someone takes someone's money, keeps them short of money or runs up debts in their names

Financial Dispute Resolution Hearing
Attending Court to try and reach an agreement about money

Finding of Fact
The judge listening to what is said and deciding what happened
First Directions Appointment
First meeting at Court with the Judge

Forced Marriage


Marrying someone you don't want to marry

Form E



Form about a child who is about to be adopted

Foster Carers
Approved person who your child lives with when removed from your care

Fracture



Broken or cracked bone

Freezing Injunction
Where a Judge tells someone they can't spend money

G
General Practitioner (GP)
Family Doctor

Good Practice Guidance
Advice about how something should be done or about how to deal with a particular situation or type of case

Grooming
Training a child to take part in sexual behaviour they should not be taking part in

Guardian
A person who looks after the interests of children in Court – tells the court what is best for the child and what the child wants.  They are usually employed by Cafcass
H

Haematoma


Bruise / sore mark on the skin

Hague Convention
If your child is taken to certain countries, those countries will help you to get them back

Hair Strand Test
Sometimes called a Hair Follicle Test.  Test that can be carried out on someone's hair to see if they have been taking drugs or alcohol over the past few weeks or months

Half brother / sister
a brother or sister who has one different birth parent to you – a different mother or father
Harm




Different ways of hurting someone or yourself
Health Visitor
A nurse giving support and advice to parents with young children in their home

Hearing



Attending Court

High Court



Court with a more senior and experienced Judge

Human Rights Act
Law about what everyone has the right to and how they should be treated - it is very wide ranging and can be used in different ways in different situations
I

Ill Treatment
When someone hurts someone else on purpose
Incest
Having sex with someone you are related to (eg. father, brother, mother, sister)
Independent Living
Being able to live on your own and have your own home

Independent Reviewing Officer
Someone who checks to make sure that Children's Services are doing what they said they would do for a child

Independent Social Worker
A person who does not work for Social Services who the Judge orders to look at what has happened to your child and family to help the Judge decide how your child can be looked after

Indirect Contact
Not seeing your child but keeping in touch, for example by writing letters or sending cards
Inherent Jurisdiction of the High Court
The power to make special decisions 
Initial Assessment
First part of the assessment - usually quite short

Injunction
Where a Judge tells someone they must not do something

Instructions
When a solicitor or barrister is representing a person, what the person says they want them to do

Interim



For a short time, temporary
Interim Care Order (ICO)
Gives the Social Worker the main say what happens to your child until the Judge decides

Interim Supervision Order
Temporary Order that means a social worker can visit a child
Intermediary
Person who collects and shares information with everyone involved

IQ




Measure of brain power / how clever you are

Issues Resolution Hearing
A meeting for the parents, with their solicitor or barrister, the Judge, the child's Social Worker and Guardian. A meeting for the Judge to work out what he / she has to decide for your child's future at the Final Hearing.

J

Jargon
Words and sentences used in special situations that are not always clear what they mean

Judge
A person who makes (important) decisions in Court.  They do not usually wear a gown and a wig in a Family court
Judgment
The decision and the reasons why it has been made at the Court

Judicial Review
A way to disagree with an official decision, to ask a senior court to look at something again
Judicial Separation
Formal separation of parents by a Court, but they are not divorced

Justices



Another name for Magistrates

Justices' Clerk
Sometimes called a Legal Advisor - someone who looks after all the papers for the Magistrates and tells them what the Law is.  They often do most of the talking in Court

K

Kinship Carers


People in your family who will look after your child

L

Lawyer
Person who helps you understand the law and speaks for you in Court, could be a solicitor or barrister
Lead Professional
If there are several professionals involved with a family, they will choose one who will be in charge

Learning Disability/Difficulty
A person who is not able to learn things or do certain tasks as quickly as most other people
Legal Advisor
Sometimes called a Justices’ Clerk.  Someone who looks after all the papers for the Magistrates and tells them what the Law is.  They often do most of the talking in Court.

Legal Aid
Government money to pay your legal costs, now called Public Funding
Letterbox Contact
A way to get information about your child and to give information about yourself to your child by sending letters to someone who will send them on
Liver Function Test

A test to see if someone is drinking too much

Local Authority
Local council organisation which safeguards children’s health, education and welfare.  Group of people who have the job of making sure children grow up safe

Looked After Child
A child who is looked after by someone under a Court order or because the parents have asked (e.g. foster carers)

Lump Sum Order


Payment of an amount of money following a divorce
M
Magistrates
Also known as Justices.  They make the decisions in the Family Proceedings Court

Maintenance Pending Suit
Money to keep you going until your divorce

Maternal (e.g. maternal grandmother)
Someone who is a relative or related to the child through the mother

Matrimonial Home

The house where a married couple live together

Mediation
Talking to your ex-partner with somebody else who is there to help you both

Mental Capacity Act
Law that says when someone is not able to make decisions about their own life and things that are happening to them.  This could be because the person is ill or because they do not understand the decisions they have to make.
N

National Assessment Framework
Rules setting out how someone should be assessed

Neglect
Not being looked after properly / not giving the child what they need

No Order Principle
The law says an order should not be made unless it is needed

Non-accidental Injury
Where someone is hurt when they shouldn't have been

Non-Molestation Order
Stopping a person who has hurt you from hurting you again

Nullity
Certain circumstances when a court ends a marriage when there was something not right from the start (without a Divorce)

O

Occupation Order
A Court order to allow somebody to live in a house safely

Official Solicitor
Person who tells solicitors what to do if you can't do it yourself because you are ill
P

Paediatrician


A doctor who cares for children

Paedophile



Someone who is sexually attracted to children

Paramountcy Principle

Children come first

Parent



Mum or dad

Parental Responsibility
What parents have to do for their children and the parents' rights to make decisions about the child’s future
Parenting Assessment
An assessment that looks at how a parent can look after a child now and in the future

Parenting Classes

Helps a parent learn to look after their child

Parenting Skills
What a parent needs to do to look after their child and keep them safe, happy and well

Paternal (e.g. paternal grandfather)
The father's family

Penal Order
The court could send someone to Prison if they don't do what the Court orders says

Pension



Money paid to someone when they retire from work
Pension Earmarking
Giving someone a right to part of another person's pension

Perceived Risk
A chance something will happen, decided by looking at what has happened before

Periodical Payments Order
Monies paid to someone or for someone every week / month

Personality Disorder
The way someone thinks, causing them to behave differently

Petition
Asking Court to decide something, similar to an application
Physical Abuse


Someone hurting someone else's body

Placement Order


A Court decision that a child should be adopted

Play Therapy


Learning through play

Police Protection Order (PPO)   Police papers to immediately remove a child at risk

Pornography
Films, photos or computer pictures of people doing sexual things

Power of Arrest
A decision by a Judge that the Police can take someone away if they do something they are told not to

Prescribed
Ordered (e.g. tablets prescribed by a doctor are tablets he tells a person to take)

Prioritise



To put the most important things first

Proceedings


A Court case

Prohibited Steps Order
A decision made at the Court that stops something being done

Proof of Income
Showing how much money someone has by bringing papers that show that
Property Adjustment Order
A Court order made in a divorce to sort out the house – who owns it and if it should be sold

Prosecution
Taking someone to court for doing something wrong
Protocol



How things are done, used in care proceedings

Psychiatrist



A doctor who knows a lot about mental health issues

Psychologist
Someone who understands how people behave but who is not a medical doctor

Public Funding
Pays your solicitor’s and barrister’s costs, used to be called Legal Aid
R

Rape
Having sex with someone when they do not want to have sex. The legal definition also now includes other very serious forms of sexual touching when the person does not agree to being touched
Recovery Order


Finding and returning the child

Report
What someone thinks and / or what has happened

Residence Order


A Court decision about who a child is to live with

Residential Assessment
Mother and/or father staying with the child to see how they get on

Resolution



Sorting out

Respite Care
A chance to have a break with a child cared for in a safe environment

Respondent (1st, 2nd etc)
A person who has a Court case brought against them

Review



To look at something again

Risk Assessment


A way of finding out if you will keep your child safe

S

Safeguarding


Making sure people are safe

Safeguarding Plan
Document setting out what Children's Services think should be done to keep a child safe

Sale of Property Order
When the Court says you have to sell some property

Schedule 1 Offender
A person who has been found guilty of a sexual offence or an assault on a child

Section 8 Order
Court order about who the child will live with or meet and other big steps in the child's life

Secure Accommodation
The Judge sends a child somewhere where they will be safe and cannot leave until the Judge says so

Secure Periodical Payments Order  Money for maintenance which must be paid
Sex Offenders Register
When a person is found guilty of a sexual offence they are told by the Court that for a certain length of time (e.g. 10 years) they must tell the police where they are living

Sexual Abuse
Making someone do something sexual they do not want to do, making someone watch something sexual they do not want to watch, touching someone in a sexual way that they do not want

Sexual Violence


Any touching or hitting done in a sexual way

Siblings



Brothers and sisters

Significant Harm


Very bad things have happened to a child

Social Worker
Someone who helps and supports families who need extra help

Solicitor
Person who helps you with what is happening to your child. Someone who will advise / speak for you in Court. Legal expert

Solicitor for the Child
A legal person who is only there for the child in Court

SOPO
Sexual Offences Prevention Order - When a person is found guilty of a sexual offence the Court can make an order forbidding them to do something (e.g. they must not live in a house where there is any child under 16 living)

Special Guardian


Person the Court says cares for your child forever

Special Guardianship Order
An order which allows the child to live forever with someone other than their parents

Special Needs


Any person who needs extra help

Specific Issues Order

A Court decision about an important matter

Statement
What someone wants to tell the Judge, put into writing

Statutory Review
Looking again at the arrangement for a child living away from home. This is done at regular intervals as set out by the law.

Step Sister / Brother

Child of your parent's partner

Supervised Contact
An arrangement for a child to see someone with someone else there

Supervision Order
A court order that a Social Worker is to help, befriend and advise

T

Team Leader


A boss or a person in charge of social workers
Therapy
Talking about a problem to a person who is trained to help to solve the problem

Threshold Criteria
a) In care proceedings - a list of concerns about the care of your child that mean the Court can make a Care Order; b) whether or not you will get a service

Transcripts



What people have said in court, written down

U

Undertaking


Promise to the Court to do or not do something

V

Viability Assessment
A short assessment to decide if it is worthwhile doing a long assessment

Video Link
Using a TV / computer to talk to other people in a different place/room

Voluntary Accommodation
Asking a Local Authority to look after your child

Vulnerable



At risk of harm

W

Wardship
The High Court becomes the legal parent – not often used now
Welfare Checklist
A list that has to be followed when making a decision about protecting a child's needs

Welfare Report
Something written to help a Court make a decision about the child

Witness



A person who speaks in Court to give information
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